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BAPTISTS IN UGANDA 

UBS began in 1988 and 
is the main factor in 

the rise of Baptist 
church numbers and 

membership growth in 

Uganda.  

Baptist Churches are 

gaining membership 

and are active in 
evangelism.  

UBS Theological 

Programs 

Advanced Diploma 3yrs. 

Diploma 3 yrs.  

Certificate 3 yrs.      

Upgrade Classes are 

offered for UBS 
graduates. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pray for the UBS Faculty Members.  

 
UBS faculty above. Below are the two classes of Advanced Diploma 8 and 11.            

Adv. Dip. 8 is going home and Adv. 11 is in their first week of term 3 at UBS.                 

Dr. Bledsoe, a new faculty member, is on the extreme left. 

 
Advanced Diploma 8 and Advanced Diploma 11 classes at UBS. Advanced Diploma 8 



 

 

Uganda National 

Council of Higher 

Education (NCHE) 
licensed  the UBS 

Diploma program in 
2006.  They awarded 

UBS  the Certificate of 

Classification and 
Registration in 2010. 

That means UBS is fully 

accredited for Diploma 
education. UBS has 

begun the process for 

one degree 
accreditation.   

 

The Master of 

Theological Studies 

(MTS) is a program of 
SEBTS.  

 

Pray that Uganda has 
good rains and good 

sunshine.  The dry 

season is expected to 
start in December.  

 

Many thanks go to 
volunteer teachers 

who travel to 

Uganda and help 

teach UBS 
students.  

 

  1988 - 2014 

Over 602 Pastors 

and church leaders 

have been 
equipped at UBS. 

Some of these have 

upgraded into a 

higher program 
than what they 

started.  

 

 

 

 

students were happy they finished their last course of NT Greek.  Advanced Diploma 11 

students were worried; they are starting their first course of NT Greek.  

April  through June  2014 Ministry data - 156 students on campus 
Certificate 16 students led 1,031 people to Christ and baptized 112 believers.  

Certificate 17 students led   626 people to Christ and baptized 64 believers.  

Certificate 18 students led 2,749 people to Christ and baptized 307 believers.  

Certificate 19 students led 1,633 people to Christ and baptized 121 believers.  

Certificate 20 students led 1,097 people to Christ and baptized 227 believers.  

Diploma 28 students led 2,219 people to Christ and baptized 214 believers. 
(The classes reported many preaching points and new churches planted. They also 

mentioned fifteen schools they teach in for low-level theological education.   Several large 

crusades were reported, and a number of large door-to-door evangelisms accomplished.) 

May through August 2014 Ministry Results - 150 students on campus 
Diploma 26 students led 916 people to Christ and baptized 31 believers. 

Diploma 29 students led 1,027 people to Christ and baptized 301 believers. 

Diploma 30 students led 505 people to Christ and baptized 130 believers. 

Adv. Dip 8 students led 318 people to Christ and baptized 91 believers. 

Adv. Dip 9 students led 425 people to Christ and baptized 94 believers. 

Adv. Dip 11 students led 1,881 people to Christ and baptized 141 believers. 

(Northern Uganda reported many saved in the Jesus Video evangelism. Many students 

reported large crusades across East Africa with a few big crusades. Many school students 

were saved.) 

              (preaching points and church planting will be in December) 

Total for June and August:  

People saved 14,427 and believers baptized 1,833. 

UBS Total Student Ministry Data Reported For Jan. - Aug. 2014: 

22,908 people saved and 3,778 believers baptized. 

40 new preaching points and 59 new churches planted in 

2014. 

  
The National Council of Higher Education sent this team of educators to UBS to look 



 

25% of UBS 

students are 
international 

students from D.R. 

Congo, Tanzania, 

Kenya, Rwanda, 
Burundi, and South 

Sudan. 

 

God is at work with 
UBS.  If you want 

to help, please 

contact us! 

 

 

UBS Student 

ministry 

Reaching the lost! 

The last 4 years of 
outreach plus the 

evangelism this 

year of UBS 

students and their 
churches: 

 

Over 133,169 
people  saved  in 

Central Africa - 
Praise God! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

at the seminary resources and consider the degree accreditation.  Their visit left UBS 

professors with many questions and needs to meet.   Within one week the answers to their 

questions and several documents they required were submitted.  Now UBS must improve 

on some areas, and the leadership at UBS is considering how to make some physical 

improvements.  

 
The NCHE team with all the faculty members in our largest classroom.  Every part of 

UBS life was evaluated.  Some changes must be made in the physical plant such as ramps 

to improve the physically challenged students' access to classrooms and improve daylight 

in the oldest dorm.  Pray the NCHE will grant the License to allow the Bachelor of 

Theology when these changes are made. 

   

Welcome to New Faculty at UBS 
Dr. Jimmy and Diana Bledsoe and their 3 sons arrived in Jinja this summer.  He is 

teaching as he is an apprentice with IMB.  Please pray for their continuing adjustments to 

life in Jinja. 

Lauren Rippetoe, a Journeyman with IMB, arrived in Jinja in October.  Lauren is teaching 

English classes and assisting in the computer lab and library.   

We praise God for these new partners in ministry at UBS! 

 

Student  Testimonies  
One Certificate Pastor confessed he has seen the believers in church grow and the Truth 

of Scripture respected. He gives testimony that the church is growing and believers are on 

mission for Jesus. He is thankful for what he is learning at UBS.      

A Diploma Pastor told of a recent marriage seminar he had led.  A lady that attended was 

a new believer, and her husband belonged to another religion. Many witnessing visits by 

the pastor had not brought the husband to Jesus.  What this lady learned about being a 

godly wife so touched her husband that he desired to know Jesus. The lady called her 

pastor to come and visit, he was surprised, and led her husband to salvation in Jesus Christ.   

Never underestimate the impact of living the Christian life in your home.  

A Diploma student encountered a man with long hair that had lived on a biscuit and milk 

daily for the last three years. He had lived under the mountain in a cave. Many people were 

following his strange end time teaching and calling him a Bishop.  The student shared from 



 

 

 

 

All UBS missionaries are 
Advanced Diploma 
graduates serving Christ 
where no Baptist church 
existed.  Now there are 
Baptist Churches standing. 

 

Pray for UBS Missionaries  

 

 

 

USA Contact for UBS:  

Jim Benham 

  jtbenham@cox.net 

Telephone Jim at: 

Home - 225-769-0832  

Cell - 225-205-7515 

The website for UBS is 
under renovation. 

Please visit the site:  

www.ugandabaptistse
minary.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Matt. 24 ending with 2 Timothy 4:1-5.   The people listening decided it was better to obey 

scripture than obey this Bishop living under the mountain. Pray the Bishop will accept the 

authority of Holy Scripture.   

An Evangelist in Diploma class testified that while witnessing in a refugee camp three 

Congolese agreed that they were sinners in need of a Savior and were saved. One was a 

prostitute who said she would stop what she was doing and follow Jesus. She has kept her 

word and is involved in church.  

A Pastor in Advanced Diploma class was invited to share at a deacon ordination service 

at the Mother Church. He preached from 1 Tim. 3 about leadership and church leaders. 

After the message he asked why the service would not continue with ordination? The local 

pastor said they realized none of the men they had selected for deacons actually qualified 

by the Bible's standards. The ordination was postponed to look for qualified leaders. UBS 

training helped qualify a Bible standard for church leaders.  What all church leaders need is 

good Bible training.  Then they can be good shepherds of God's flock.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UBS Prayer Concerns:  

1. Pray for the new SEBTS Masters Cohort.  SEBTS has brought back the Masters of 

Theological Studies program and is making it the main international Masters program.  Dr. 

Anthony Shelton will head up the new MTS cohort that is expected to begin in mid 2015.   

 

2. Pray for the National Council for Higher Education to approve the UBS request for 

Bachelor of Theology degree accreditation.    
 

3.  Pray for the 5 UBS/BUU missionaries. 
Francis Ocowun is reaching out to the Okebo Tribe.  He is from that tribe and finished  

the Advanced Diploma program.  Pastor Francis is working out of Zombo in West Nile  

region that borders with DRC.  Pray for missionary Francis Ocowun to travel safely as  

he makes frequent mission trips.   

Philemon Cheriwo graduated from the Advanced Diploma last year. He is a new 

adjunct teacher for UBS.  He has started the missionary work to the Pokot tribe in Uganda.  

Pray Philemon will succeed at church planting in this remote location among the Pokot 

people.    

Sam Kaswabi and his family live and serve God in Mutukula, near Tanzania. Please pray 

for pastor Sam to plant many Baptist churches on the border of Uganda/Tanzania.  

Simon Nono and his family live and serve God in Lamwo, northern Uganda, near the 

South Sudan border.   

Mark Vukoni and his family live and serve God in Koboko in northwest West Nile 

Region, Uganda.  Please pray for pastor Mark as he presents the Gospel to the lost among 

the Kakwa tribe in Koboko.  They are planting many churches in the camps.  

 

 

 
The ratio of where people are being won to faith in Jesus has not changed.  If 

people are to hear the Good News, believers have to go out of the church to tell 

them the Truth. Just think: Jesus left the Throne of God to come to us on Earth.  

Out of Church 

UBS evangelism:  

1. Schools 

2. Crusades 

3. Door-to-Door 

4. Personal or 

Life Style 

In the Church 

UBS evangelism:  

 

1. Worship  

2. Bible Studies  

3. Burials  and 

Weddings 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for helping 
UBS.     Principal UBS 

 

Have a Merry Christmas  

May Jesus keep you in 
His Will through 2015. 

4. Please pray for those who teach in local Bible schools.  One of the leaders will hold 

graduations at two Bible schools in May and June.  Another leader from Advanced 

Diploma 9 class will graduate a Bible school class in the north in July.  He hopes a new 

UBS-related Bible school will be started by another UBS student in Gulu district in 

Northern Uganda 

 

5.  Pray for the influence of God's Word to grow.  We gave many MacArthur Study 

Bibles and Ryrie Study Bibles to the graduates of the Diploma and Advanced Diploma 

programs in March 2014.  Our next graduation will be on December 13, 2014, and we 

will give more Study Bibles to help these graduates in their church ministries. Thank you.  

 

6. Pray that the UBS faculty members and staff can have a successful graduation 

celebration this December 13.   Much work needs to be done in teaching and 

comprehensive testing before then. We plan to have the celebration at a local Baptist 

church.  Pray also for security to prevail on the UBS campus.  
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