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BAPTISTS IN UGANDA 

UBS began in 1988 and 

is the main factor in 

the rise of Baptist 
church numbers and 

membership growth in 
Uganda.  

Baptist Churches are 

gaining membership 
and are active in 

evangelism.  

UBS Theological 
Programs 

Advanced Diploma 3yrs. 

Diploma 3 yrs.  

Certificate 3 yrs.      

Upgrade Classes are 
offered for UBS 

graduates. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May Classes at UBS  

Five classes met in May.  These students missed the Sivages and Abendroths who left 

UBS in the last six months.  Early May UBS had 108 students on campus; there were about 

eighty students for this photo right after chapel time.    

April - May  2015  Ministry data  

April classes 
Certificate 21 students just started this class. Pray for more to join in.   

Diploma 26 students led 1,210 people to Christ and baptized 92 believers. 

Diploma 30 students led 845 people to Christ and baptized 85 believers. 

Adv. Dip 11 students led 2,474 people to Christ and baptized 303 believers. 
April details: Fourteen new churches were planted by these students through the local 

churches they serve. They also started eighteen new preaching points.   A student reported 

the International Commission in Nairobi reaching over 3000 people for Christ through 

door-to-door evangelism.  

May Classes  
Certificate 18 students led 1,197 people to Christ and baptized 173 believers.  

Diploma 28 students led 1,588 people to Christ and baptized 285 believers. 

Adv. Dip 9 students led 258 people to Christ and baptized 88 believers. 



 

Uganda National 
Council of Higher 

Education (NCHE) 

licensed  the UBS 
Diploma program in 

2006.  They awarded 
UBS  the Certificate of 

Classification and 

Registration in 2010. 
That means UBS is fully 

accredited for Diploma 

education. UBS has 
begun the process for 

one degree 

accreditation.   

 

The Master of 
Theological Studies 

(MTS) is a program of 

SEBTS.  

 

 

Uganda has good rains 
this season. Crops 

should be good.  We 

thank God for the sun 
and rain that provide 

food. In the same way 

let us read God's Word 
and grow spiritually.  

 

 Many thanks go to 

volunteer teachers 

who travel to 

Uganda and help 

teach UBS 
students.  

 

  1988 - 2014 

Over 753 pastors 

and church leaders 
have been 

equipped at UBS. 

Some of these have 

upgraded into a 
higher program 

than what they 

started.  

 

 

Adv. Dip 10 students led 819 people to Christ and baptized 29 believers. 
May details: Twenty-two new churches were planted by these students through the local 

churches they serve. They also started sixteen new preaching points.  One student showed 

the Jesus video to 850 people over two days.  

April - May total 8391 people saved and 1055 believers baptized. 

            Total Ministry Results for Jan.- May 2015 :  

People saved were 18,155 and believers baptized were 2,447; 

95 new churches were planted and 74 new preaching points were begun. 

 
Faculty members with Adjunct professors on a tea break after chapel.  One spare 

office has been converted to a tea and coffee room.   Two of these men are UBS 

administrative leaders who are also full time teachers in classes.   These professors were 

tired and glad for a break between classes.  

Enrollment at UBS this 2015 
On September 26 we will hold the second graduation in 2015. Eighty-one students are 

expected to graduate from four classes.  Fourteen classes currently are in rotation; each 

class comes for three terms every year.  UBS enrollment is now close to  320 students.  

Three teams of faculty members will travel long distances to enroll new students this year. 

This June, two teams will travel to northern and southern Uganda to encourage enrollment 

into UBS programs. In September, after the second graduation, more enrollment travels 

will take place.  Pray for more church leaders who can qualify to become students at UBS.    

Student  Testimonies  
A Certificate pastor from coastal Kenya reported in evangelism he encountered a 

woman selling locally brewed beer.  She resisted the witnessing at first. She admitted she 

used to attend church, but after losing all her children she became very discouraged and left 

the church. The pastor shared the plan of salvation, and she admitted she never heard those 

scriptures.  With tears in her eyes she accepted Jesus Christ. Many encouraging scriptures 

were shared.  She began attending church and decided to give up making beer.   Pray she 

finds another way to earn an income and learns how to share the plan of salvation.   

A Certificate pastor from Tanzania said in evangelism he met a lady who was a 

prostitute.  She was willing to listen to the witness, and many Scriptures were shared with 



 

 

 

25% of UBS 

students are 

international 

students from D.R. 
Congo, Tanzania, 

Kenya, Rwanda, 

Burundi, and South 

Sudan. 

 

God is at work with 

UBS.  If you want 

to help, please 
contact us! 

 

 

UBS Student 

ministry 

Reaching the lost! 

Over 133,169 
people  have been 

saved  through UBS 

students and their 
churches  in the 

last four years in 

Central Africa.  

Praise God! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The website for UBS 

was completed by Misti 

Shelton.  Please visit 
the site:  www. 

ugandabaptistseminary
.org 

 

her. She had been searching for a way out of selling herself. Jesus was the answer!  She 

knelt down crying right there and accepted Jesus as her savior. Now she is happy, and her 

life has turned around to living for Jesus. 

A Certificate pastor shared how a prayer was answered.  A lady in church had 

expressed prayer that her husband was not serious with the LORD.  She had heard from the 

pastor some helpful points about the spiritual life and shared them with her husband. Now  

he has changed, he is serious about church, and his wife is very happy.  

An Advanced Diploma evangelist taught a week in several churches on family life. In 

all the teaching fifty-six adults gave their lives to Jesus Christ. He was very encouraged 

with twelve couples who were reconciled back to living together after being separated for 

some time. Thirty-six couples promised to legalize their relationship in the church.   

A Diploma evangelist gave an example of the highlights over March and April that he 

ministered in eastern Uganda. He visited the district's main hospital and witnessed to the 

sick and prayed for them. Many people were encouraged. Five days later he visited the 

prison with another pastor and they led five prisoners to Christ there. The next few Sundays 

he worked with many children.  He was asked in April to visit a sick man in the village.  

He shared the Good News with him, and he accepted Jesus as his Savior. He also prayed 

that God would heal him.  

A Diploma pastor shared how a burial had turned to joy.  Around Mother's Day an 

elderly lady in the church passed away.  The pastor was preaching the Gospel at the burial.  

Over a thousand people were attending the open air event. Five people stood up and said 

they wanted to be saved. Many others were asking if they could also be saved.  The five 

opened the way for the others to seek Christ.  This student pastor reported seventeen people 

gave their life to Jesus at the burial.  The burial turned into a Mother's Day celebration.  

gave witness to the power of God. One church leader of the Advanced Diploma class         
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UBS Prayer Concerns:  

1. Pray for the new SEBTS Masters Cohort.  Pray for the professors of SEBTS to travel 

safely back and forth from NC in 2015.  The first session of this new MTS cohort is set to 

begin in November for the first term in 2015.  Pray that the expected 20 students in this 

new cohort will find the fees needed for this class.  The expected cost for this program is 

reduced to half the cost of previous programs because all the lectures will be taught at 

UBS.   

 

2. Pray for the National Council for Higher Education to approve the UBS request for 
Bachelor of Theology degree accreditation.   We are making the changes they suggested.  

 

3.  Pray for the 5 UBS/BUU missionaries. 

Francis Ocowun is reaching out to the Okebo Tribe.  He is from that tribe and finished  

the Advanced Diploma program.  Pastor Francis is working out of Zombo in West Nile  

region that borders with DRC (Congo).  His recent newsletter reported that in a trip to  

DRC over 120 were led to Christ through door-to-door evangelism, a crusade, and showing  

 
The ratio of where people are being won to faith in Jesus has not changed.  If 

people are to hear the Good News, believers have to go out of the church to tell 

them the Truth. Just think: Jesus left the Throne of God to come to us on Earth.  

Out of Church 

UBS evangelism:  

1. Schools 

2. Crusades 

3. Door-to-Door 

4. Personal          

or   Life Style 

In the Church 

UBS evangelism:  

 

1. Worship  

2. Bible Studies  

3. Burials           

and Weddings 



 

All UBS missionaries are 
Advanced Diploma 
graduates serving Christ 
where no Baptist church 
existed.  Now there are 
Baptist Churches standing. 

 

Pray for UBS Missionaries  

 

 

 

USA Contact for UBS:  

Jim Benham 

  jtbenham@cox.net 

Telephone Jim at: 

Home - 225-769-0832  

Cell - 225-205-7515 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for helping 
UBS.     Principal UBS 

 

   

the Jesus film. 

Philemon Cheriwo is actively working, pray for problems to get worked out.   

Simon Nono and his family live and serve God in Lamwo, northern Uganda, near the 

South Sudan border.  Pray for the Lamwo Baptist church to find land in the community.   

Sam Kaswabi and his family live and serve God in Mutukula, near Tanzania. Please pray 

for Pastor Sam to plant many Baptist churches on the border of Uganda/Tanzania.  

Mark Vukoni and his family live and serve God in Koboko in northwest West Nile 

Region, Uganda 

Greg Rainwater, volunteer to Uganda, recently visited and encouraged two of these 

missionaries.  

 

4. Please pray for those who teach in local Bible schools.  UBS students are active in 

teaching in these local Bible schools to help other church leaders in their communities to be 

better prepared to serve the church of Jesus Christ. We believe there are over 100 Bible 

Schools functioning in Central Africa.  Pray for a new one that is planned for South Sudan.  

 

5. Pray for an increase in UBS student enrollment this June and September 2015.  

 

6.  Pray for the influence of God's Word to grow.  We have given hundreds of  

MacArthur Study Bibles and Ryrie Study Bibles to the graduates of the Diploma and 

Advanced Diploma programs in the past years.  Our next graduation will be on 26 

September 2015, and we expect eighty-one UBS students to graduate.  That will finish our 

stock of Study Bibles at UBS. The first graduation of 2016 will be on May 28, 2016.   
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2008
11,542 Saved
3,311 Baptized

2013  
31,432 Saved
3,939Baptized

127 churches planted
136 preaching points

2007
Over 16,000

RESULTS OF EVANGELISM BY UBS STUDENTS

2009
24,245 Saved
3,380 Baptized

2010 
29,799 Saved
4,426  Baptized

2011 
34,701  Saved
4,374  Baptized

2012
28,765 Saved

4,

4,565 Bap.

Jan – May  2015

31,723 Saved

4,647 Baptized

179  churches planted

142  preaching points

18,155   Saved

2,447 Baptized

95  new churches planted

74 new  preaching points

2014  

 
 


