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“UBS is 30 years old in 

2016 and on 21st May 

we had the privilege of 

seeing graduate one of 

the most accomplished 

classes ever.” 

- Professor Clive Jarvis PhD 
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EDITORIAL 
I think it was in the classic western ‘She Wore a Yellow Ribbon’ that John Wayne 

uttered more than once the line ‘Never apologize son.  It’s a sign of weakness.’ 

Much as I love the Duke and that film in particular, apologies are also a sign of 

courtesy.  So from all at UBS an apology to our friends and supporters we are 

sorry it has been so long since the last Newsletter.  

Our Excuse by way of News 
In the last eighteen months, four of the five missionary couples fully engaged in 

the ministry of UBS have departed to pastures new.  The Abendroths returned to 

new work in Kenya and the Sivages retired to the USA.  Unexpected was the 

move of the Bledsoes to Nairobi where they have taken up a new and important 

challenge training missionaries at the Kenya Baptist Theological College.  Also 

unexpected was the retirement of Jack and Evelyn Frost in December 2015—and 

Jack took it upon himself over the years to produce the regular Newsletter.  We 

will be stretched even more thinly, when in July, Lauren Rippetoe who has made a 

magnificent contribution to the Faculty as an IMB Journeywoman returns to the 

USA.  In the fall she commences her Masters program at the New Orleans Baptist 

Theological Seminary where we have no doubt she will achieve great things. 

Clive Jarvis—Deputy Principal for Academic Affairs 
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The BTh is Here 
As they say here in Uganda it is ‘on its way coming’ which, in the case of the 

Bachelors of Theology, has meant a four year grueling process that finally came to 

an end when the National Council for Higher Education approved our application 

at their March Council.  Why did it take so long?  Best to say we live rejoicing in 

the will of God while suffering the will of man and leave it at that. 

Advanced Diploma 11 who will graduate in March 2017 will be the last such class, 

and all new classes at this award level will now be BTh classes.  We cannot make 

the first award of a BTh until we have completed a full cycle of classes (three 

years) from receiving the NCHE License.  How we upgrade the hundreds of 

students who have completed the Advanced Diploma since we were last allowed 

to award the BTh is yet to be decided. 

Changes Here and There 
As part of the process the NCHE has insisted on a number of changes, mostly 

cosmetic.  In addition to the principal we now have a Deputy Principal for 

Academic Affairs and a Deputy Principal for Finance and Administration.  At one 

point it looked like we might have to follow the English model with Chancellors and 

Vice Chancellors etc. etc. but they changed their minds.  We do however now 

have a Senate which is comprised of all the Academic Staff of UBS and  which is 

responsible for all Academic matters including the granting of Academic Awards. 

The insistence by the NCHE that we provide a new syllabus for the BTh gave us a 

welcome opportunity to review our courses more generally resulting in new 

curriculums maintaining a good balance between Theological and Pastoral 

courses at all levels. 

We commenced a Masters program in conjunction with Southeastern Baptist 

Theological Seminary in late 2015 with 20 excellent students, the Principal’s wife 

amongst them. 

Faculty News 
Dr. Clive Jarvis - Deputy Principal 
for Academic Affairs and Professor 
of Church History 

Clive has been teaching at UBS 

since 2008 and became DPAA in 

December 2015. 

He was ordained a Baptist Minister 

in the UK in 1987 serving in 

churches in London, Norfolk, Dorset 

and East Sussex.  In 2011 he 

committed himself full time to 

teaching at UBS.  Even though he 

spends 6 months in the UK much of 

his time there is sent on UBS related 

work. 

He received his Bachelors from 

London University, his Masters from 

Lancaster University and his 

doctorate from Glasgow University.  

His thesis was written on the revival 

of English Baptists 1770-1850. 

Dr. Clive Jarvis 

Anthony and Misti Shelton at Graduation 

By the Numbers in 

2016 

 8 full-time lecturers 

 18 adjunct lecturers 

 206 courses 

 247 students 

 3914 hours of class time 



The 2016 Graduates 

Graduation 2016 
On 21st May some 70 students graduated from Certificate, Diploma 

and Advanced Diploma Classes.  We anticipate that many of those 

from Certificate and Diploma classes will return in the autumn to 

continue their studies with us. 

Graduation ceremonies are one big highlight from beginning to end but 

the procession of students to the strains of Jeremiah Clarke’s ‘Trumpet 

Voluntary’ was a special joy crowned only by the recession to Handel's 

‘Hallelujah Chorus,’ a most appropriate piece. 

Then I am forgetting the graduation Choir with its beautiful harmonies 

superbly conducted by Shadrac Ndhuli, one of our graduating 

students.  At the end the entire Graduating Class stood and turned to 

the congregation to join in the final stanza.  Even the faculty stood to 

their feet to join in.  You had to be there! 

Finally, the great moment itself arrived, as each class stood and had 

their award conferred upon them before coming to individually receive 

their diplomas and be greeted by Faculty and then, often raucously, by 

their families. 

If only you could all have been there.  Well at least you no longer have 

to imagine the scene and can watch it at ugandabaptistseminary.org. 

Faculty News 
In January, Vanessa Crowley joined 
the teaching staff at UBS.  She 
teaches New Testament and her 
main research interest is the 
Cultural and Historical context of the 
New Testament.  When she has a 
spare minute she also helps 
students by filling in for our vacancy 
for a College Nurse.* 

Vanessa came to Uganda in 2006 
as the Community Health Initiative 
Director for ‘Fount of Mercy,’ a non-
profit charity that she helped co-
found while in graduate school.  As 
Fount of Mercy's doors closed in 
December 2015 having completed 
the project they set out to do, she 
began teaching for UBS where she 
is already making a valued 
contribution.  

She received her Bachelors of 
Science in Nursing from Midwestern 
State University, a Master of Arts in 
Theological Studies from Golden 
Gate Baptist Theological Seminary 
and a second Master of Arts in 
Intercultural Studies from Union 
University.  

*We have a vacancy for a full time nurse able 
to prescribe in Uganda at UBS.  This is a 
voluntary post.  If interested please contact 
Vanessa - v.crowley@ubs.ac.ug 

Ms. Vanessa Crowley 



Prayer Requests 

 Give thanks to God for 

those faithful servants who 

have moved on from UBS 

 Give thanks for finally 

receiving the BTh License 

 Pray for our new faculty 

members 

 Pray for our new Senior 

Leadership Team: Dr. 

Shelton (Principal); Dr. 

Jarvis (DPAA); Mrs. 

Cannady (DPFA) 

 Pray for the students who 

graduated in May 2016 

 Pray for the future for new 

students and for our hopes 

Onward and Upward 
With Graduation behind us, we return to the ongoing work of training men and 

women from East Africa for Christian service and await the start of the next 

classes on 7th June.   

Through September to November a series of new classes commences.  A new 

Diploma class will begin for Certificate graduates and a new Bachlors class will 

begin for students for Diploma graduates. More challenging is the intention to 

launch completely new classes in Certificate, Diploma and Bachelors for which at 

time of publication we have only a few students signed up.  They are out there so 

now we have to find them, interview them and get them here.  Sounds easy! 

Future Plans 
UBS is a unique and wonderful place.  There is no college like it outside of South 

Africa, but we can never rest on our laurels.  We have three projects in mind for 

the next decade: 

1. A new student block giving indoor dining facilities, a social area, study 

facilities and improved sleeping quarters and wash-rooms. 

2. Library Facilities are constantly requiring improvement, especially the 

computing facilities.  We have a particular need for better server facilities so 

we can link computers across campus.  We also want to develop online 

capability so students can access lecture notes and their own work from 

home. 

3. As the campus has evolved over the years, our faculty and administration 

facilities have become disconnected.  We would like to bring them together 

providing adequate study space for faculty, a staff room facility, and a well 

equipped staff resources area. 

These are ambitious plans and can happen only with the continued generosity of 

our donors and supporters.  The obvious thing we need is financial support if any 

of these projects are to become realities, but that is not all we need.  We need the 

help of architects to draw up designs (simple and utilitarian) that can be enacted.  

Costs can be reduced severely if building teams can come and help, if plumbers 

and electricians can give their expertise alongside local workers.  We need people 

with the experience of installing and running computing networks over sites as 

large as a typical primary school.  We have a picture in our minds of what we want 

to achieve and we need help from people to achieve it. 

If that could be you, your church or organization let us know we’d love to hear 

from you. 

Ugandan Baptist Seminary 

P.O. BOX 2203, JINJA, UGANDA 
Telephone 256-712-418778 
Or e-mail DPFA (f.cannady@ubs.ac.ug) 

Find us on the web at ugandabapatistseminary.org 

UBS—Training in the Context of Ministry 

Thanks! 
Finally, a big thank you to everyone 

reading this Newsletter.  At graduation 

the Principal took a moment to remind 

the students of the debt they owe to the 

countless thousands of people who will 

never be able to attend a graduation at 

UBS, but without whom graduation 

would not be possible. 

That’s you!  Without your faithfulness, 

your willing generosity, your sharing 

with us in the vision to train leaders, 

this could not be done. 

UBS has trained some 4,000 church 

leaders across East Africa, many of 

whom have gone on to be trainers 

themselves.  They have done 

unimaginably more than the 

missionaries who have trained them 

could ever have done in the field. 

May the Lord bless you and keep you; 

may the Lord make His face shine 

upon you, and be gracious to you; may 

the Lord lift up His countenance upon 

you, and give you peace. 


